either with an entire or fibrous edge. The aerial mycelium develops moderately to good on most of the synthetic media and poorly on organic media.
The sporophores occur as straight, short verticillate forms (Plate 1). Predominantly secondary and occasionally primary verticils are observed on many media with sporophores 6.5 to 11 and rarely 224u (secondary verticils) in length. The inter-nodal distance is about 70 ,u. Spore surface is smooth (Plate 2). The aerial mycelium is fine cottony to fluffy and is white to pale greenish yellow or rarely pale rose in colour. Substrate mycelium is light yellow to yellowish brown on synthetic media and brown with or without green tinge to deep brown on organic media. The species is chromogenic producing deep brown diffusible pigment on organic media. It peptonization giving a strong alkaline reaction. It exhibits a good catalase activity, good diastatic activity, hydrolyses casein, exhibits a rapid haemolytic activity and rapidly liquefies gelatin. The following reactions are negative: cellulolytic activity, reduction of nitrate, inversion of sucrose, production of acid from glucose, formation of indole from tryptone and liquefaction of coagulated serum.
The culture grows well at pH 6.08.0 and does not grow at pH 4.0 and 10.5 (glycerol-peptone broth).
It exhibits good growth between 25° and 37°C and shows no growth at 5° and 40°C (BENNETT'S agar).
Its growth is moderate at 4 % sodium chloride but does not grow at 7 % sodium chloride concentration (yeast extract -malt extract agar supplemented with various concentrations of sodium chloride). The detailed cultural and physiological characteristics and carbon source utilization are presented in Tables   1, 2 S. hachijoensis and S. quilonensis: The reference culture, although produces straight secondary verticils with absence of soluble pigment on synthetic media and agrees in gelatin liquefaction, nitrate reduction, blood haemolysis, coagulation and peptonization of milk, and gives the heptaene antibiotic trichomycin, it differs significantly from our isolate in being non-chromogenic and melanin negative, in the complete absence of green tinges in aerial mycelium and substrate mycelium colours and in the absence of growth on cellulose (rest of the carbohydrate utilization pattern has not been mentioned).
Antibiotic K13 is different from trichomycin. Further, the differences magnify when characteristics on individual media are considered. In view of quite a few significant differences between our isolate and the above reference organisms as discussed above, it has to be considered that S. quilonensis is neither identical nor a variant of these.
As it has been found that S. quilonensis is more closer to S. olivoreticuli and S. biochemical reactions alone were considered. However, when the characteristics of S . quilonensis and S. olivoreticuli on individual media were compared, quite a few significant differences in the substrate mycelium colour and to a certain extent in the soluble pigment and aerial mycelium colours and certain significant quantitative and qualitative differences in biochemical reactions were noticed which are presented in Table 4 . In view of the differences in verticil formation, in aerial mycelial, reverse and soluble pigment colour characteristics and in view of significant differences in biochemical reactions, mainly tyrosinase and melanoid formation, reaction in milk, reduction of nitrate and differences in the utilization pattern of as many as 7 carbohydrates and due to significant differences in antimicrobial activity, it was considered that our isolate is a new one as it differs quite significantly from all known Streptoverticilliurn species.
It is designated as Streptoverticillium quilonensis sp. nov. SAMBAMURTHY and ELLAIAF. The species is named after the place from where the soil sample was collected , namely Quilon in Kerala State, India. 
